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Tourism in Scotland 
 
Tourism in Scotland: the Economic Contribution of the Sector was published in 
April, and launched at the STA signature conference.  It was commissioned by the 
Tourism Leadership Group, and produced collaboratively by the Scottish 
Government, VisitScotland, Scottish Enterprise, Highlands & Islands Enterprise, and 
the Scottish Tourism Alliance. 
 
The report provides an overview of the economic contribution and importance of the 
Tourism sector in Scotland.  The report describes visitor numbers and expenditure in 
Scotland, the tourism sector and its workforce, and the sector's contributions to 
employment and GDP in Scotland. It also explores the importance of tourism to 
different areas of Scotland. 
 
Tourism in Scotland has been well-received by Ministers and stakeholders, and 
received praise from the OECD at the recent National Economic Forum.  It provides 
a shared evidence base to help inform future analysis and discussion around the 
Tourism sector in Scotland.  The report is available at the following link: 
http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2018/04/9308  
 
Tourism Ministers’ Meeting  
 
Tourism Ministers from the UK, Scotland and Wales, along with lead tourism officials 
from Northern Ireland, met in April in Edinburgh. 
 
The discussion considered several areas of common interest and concern, including: 

• Implications of Brexit for the tourism and hospitality sector;   
• Developments in the UK Government’s Industrial Strategy, including 

proposals for a Tourism Sector Deal; 
• Updates on taxation developments, including proposals for devolution of 

VAT to Northern Ireland; 
• Developments around proposals for a Borderlands deal; and, 
• Updates regarding the collaborative economy.  

 
National Economic Forum 
 
The National Economic Forum (NEF) was held in Dumfries on 16th May.  The focus 
of the event was ‘Driving Forward the Rural Economy’, with a number of Ministers 
attending, including the First Minister, Deputy First Minister, and Cabinet Secretaries 
for the Economy, Finance, Rural Affairs, Environment, and Tourism. 
 
The event highlighted the importance Scottish Ministers place on ensuring the 
economic success of rural Scotland, particularly through the establishment of the 
South of Scotland Agency.   Tourism was highlighted as a Scottish success story in 



 

 

recent years, and particularly important to the rural economy.  Key issues affecting 
rural Scotland were also highlighted, including digital connectivity, transport links, 
and the implications of Brexit for rural companies and the labour force.    
 
During the day, Ms Hyslop hosted a workshop session on Sustainable Tourism, 
alongside Alain Dupeyras of the OECD.  Scotland was described as a tourism 
success story, with the challenge being to improve further.   
 
The discussion highlighted the importance of factors like exchange rates, technology 
and digital, and wider demographics, particularly in rural areas, for future sector 
performance.  The scale of the challenge from Brexit was also highlighted, 
particularly given current low levels of unemployment, which emphasised the 
importance of attracting and retaining staff.  The importance of increasing the 
visibility of rural areas, and developing and articulating the experience they offer, 
was also highlighted. 
 
Details on the NEF are available at the following address, and a readout of the day 
will be published in due course: https://beta.gov.scot/publications/national-economic-
forum-may-2018/  
 
 
European Championships 
 
The 2018 European Championships takes place from 2nd – 12th August,  providing a 
perfect opportunity to continue to develop the legacy from other major events such 
as Glasgow 2014, and a platform to showcase our culture to an international 
audience in line with the National Events Strategy.   
 
The event held in partnership between Glasgow and Berlin will gives Scots another 
chance to see world class athletes in action with an expected television audience in 
excess of 1 billion, deliver economic and cultural benefits and drive greater 
participation in sport.  Approximately 3,000 athletes will compete in Scotland with an 
overall delegation of around 8,500 including officials and media.   
 
Attendances of around 250,000 expected across 6 sports (including free events).  
The action will take place in 12 venues across Scotland including the SSE Hydro 
(Gymnastics), Edinburgh’s Royal Commonwealth Pool (Diving), Strathclyde Country 
Park (Rowing and Triathlon) in North Lanarkshire, the Gleneagles PGA Centenary 
Course (Golf) in Perth & Kinross and Open Water Swimming at Loch Lomond and 
The Trossachs National Park.   
 
European Championships Management is currently working to secure a host 
city/cities for the 2022 edition.   
 
2018 Year of Young People – Highlights 
 
Young Scot launched the YoYP certificates on 11 April.  The certificates are signed 
by the First Minister and the first 7 have now been issued to members of 
Communic18, acknowledging the work they have carried out to date and for work 



 

 

they have done with the Young Movers charity which empowers young people 
across Glasgow’s East End. 
 
A second round of Create18 Funding was announced on 19 April.  41 successful 
applicants in Round 2, bringing the total number of organisations receiving funding 
through Create18 to 63, across both rounds. 
 
Members of Communic18 are working to create an evaluation plan to understand 
how organisations who engage with Communic18 have implemented change within 
their organisation as a result. This will feed in to the overall evaluation of the Year. 
 
Young People’s Rights Review event took place on 18 April – giving MSYPs the 
opportunity to use their democratic mandate to ensure young people’s voices are at 
the heart of the Scottish Government’s Children and Young People Rights Action 
Plan and to share issues important to them. 
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